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The Daily Dose: physalliferous and xanthoma cells 
 

Two cases were submitted to participants for review: 

 chordoma 

 intraosseous xanthoma 

Instructions: 

A. Develop a diagnosis, with appropriate considerations for additional tests (IHC, molecular, etc.) 
B. In addition to developing a diagnosis (if possible), consider the following questions: 

1. What other lesions with chondroid or chondromyxoid stroma might appear in this location (clivus)? 
2. What additional immunohistochemical stains may aide in the diagnosis of chordoma? 
3. What other lesions may have been considered in the intraosseous lesion of the mandible containing 

large 'xanthoma' cells? 
4. What specific information (or diagnosis) may have been confirmed by the use of each of the 4 

stains in the xanthoma? 
 

Included were articles, chosen specifically to assist in answering some of the questions. 
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